
Learning for Sustainability ‘Connect’:

Learning for Sustainability and the role of local 
authorities



Welcome!

• Please introduce yourself in the chat box
• Mute your audio
• Put any questions in the chat box
• We will be recording the main webinar but not group discussions.

@LfSScotland
@gtcs

#LfSforALL



Aims of today’s session:

• Hear a context update:

• Scotland’s national vision for Learning for Sustainability (LfS)

• The vital role of local authorities in supporting LfS and how this aligns to and 
enhances the Professional Standards

• Engage with our contributor’s discussion around their journey towards 
embedding LfS across a local authority

• Share your own ideas and experiences regarding the role local authorities 
have to play with regard to supporting educators and learners to make LfS
part of their practice.



Session overview

16:00 Welcome and ‘Setting the scene’ Learning for Sustainability Scotland

16:10 Trusted Teaching: LfS, local authorities and the Professional Standards
Suzanne Aldous, GTC Scotland 

16:20 ‘The role of the local authority in Learning for Sustainability’
Gillian Eaves, Education Support Officer (STEM and LfS) and Avril Foster, QIO Curriculum, Fife Council

16:40    Group conversation
All participants

17:00    Plenary 

17:10 Next steps 
17:15 Close



‘Setting the scene’

Betsy King
Learning for Sustainability Scotland



‘Sustainability’ – a national priority



What is ‘Learning for Sustainability’?

“… a cross-curricular approach which enables learners, 
educators, learning settings and their wider community to 
build a socially-just, sustainable and equitable society; and 
as an effective whole-setting approach which weaves 
together global citizenship, sustainable development and 
outdoor learning to create coherent, rewarding and 
transformative learning experiences.” 

Scottish Government 2023

https://www.gtcs.org.uk/professional-standards/key-cross-cutting-themes/learning-for-sustainability/what-does-learning-for-sustainability-mean-for-me/


Learning for Sustainability: a local authority 
context

Suzanne Aldous
General Teaching Council for Scotland



Suzy Aldous 

Teaching Standards Education Officer

Learning for Sustainability Scotland 

Connect Session

December 2024

Learning for 

Sustainability: a 

Local Authority 

Context



Bringing the Standards to Life 
Explore Engage Enact Embed
The Professional Standards are written by 
and for the Scottish teaching profession. 
Taking ownership of the Professional 
Standard(s) most relevant to you and to 
your professional development and bringing 
it to life, however, is a wholly active process 
that can only be enacted by you. It is your 
own exploration, your own engagement and, 
ultimately, your own practice that brings the 
written word alive to embody, embed and of 
course further develop what it means to be 
a teacher in Scotland.

https://www.gtcs.org.uk/professional-
standards/embedding-professional-
standards-in-practice.aspx

https://www.gtcs.org.uk/professional-standards/embedding-professional-standards-in-practice.aspx
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Target 2030 – the Call to Action

“Climate and social justice, 

equality and outdoor 

learning… .as a real and 

meaningful part of daily 

learning experiences.”



Capacity building and Professional 
Development

This way! 
You can do it! 



Collaboration



Challenges…



Adaptive Practice

“[Local authorities] innovated and found new ways to collaborate 
very quickly. Practice in these settings evolved very quickly and 
understandable faster than national policy because of the need to 
respond on the ground in real time. This demonstrated that some 
of the more bureaucratic and inflexible practices that exist within 
the system can be overcome.” 
Chapman, C , 2021. What Scotland Learned: Building back Better. Education Scotland.



The role of the local authority in Learning for 
Sustainability

Gillian Eaves and Avril Foster
Fife Council



Gillian Eaves 
Education Support 
Officer STEM and LfS
gillian.eaves@fife.gov.uk

Avril Foster
QIO Curriculum
avril.foster@fife.gov.uk

The role of the 
local authority in 

Learning for 
Sustainability

mailto:gillian.eaves@fife.gov.uk
mailto:avril.foster@fife.gov.uk




LfS in Fife 2021-2023

Learning Partnerships Networking Sharing Promoting







LfS in Fife 2023 - 2024

Planning Communication Connections







Fife LfS Learner Entitlement
To support Scotland’s ambitions in relation to the UN Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs), United Nations 
Convention on the Rights of the Child, climate and net zero, biodiversity, circular economy, and economic and 
social transformation, we are committed to answering the 2030 Call to Action.
Children and young people in Fife should…
• have meaningful and relevant daily learning experiences across the four contexts for learning
• have the chance to learn, explore and develop a range of progressive skills outdoors throughout the year
• have opportunities to develop informed views and opinions and share these respectfully
• value and celebrate Scotland’s diverse cultures and heritage and challenge discrimination and prejudice
• be motivated to raise awareness of local and global issues and recognise the potential impact these will have 

on their future life and work
• have opportunities to participate and lead decision-making and planning to bring about positive and fair 

change
• care about themselves, other people, and the impact their actions have on the world now and in the future
• work together to continually make their school and community more sustainable
• contribute to community life, making connections and linking learning to real-life

Our Vision
Curriculum Culture Community Campus

Fife Sustainable Learning Settings

https://scotlandscurriculum.scot/4/






LfS in Fife 2024 - 2025

Planning Communication Collaboration Support



All learning settings 
to be sustainable 

(Curriculum, Culture, 
Community, Campus)





“Learning for Sustainability is 
the canvas on which we paint.”

Isla Lumsden



gillian.eaves@fife.gov.uk

mailto:gillian.eaves@fife.gov.uk


Group Conversations

All



1. How should local authority education departments support school 
leaders and other educators to weave LfS across learning?

2. What else could local authorities do to support educational settings 
to become ‘Sustainable Learning Settings’ by 2030?

Share your thoughts on the Padlet

Group conversations

https://padlet.com/LfSScotland/lfs-and-the-role-of-the-local-authority-ab13op762ikfk5dg


Plenary

All



Be inspiring – and inspired!

Click on the hyperlink 
below to read about what 

others are doing…and share 
your own LfS practice.

Join the Learning for 
Sustainability conversation - The 
General Teaching Council for 
Scotland (gtcs.org.uk)

#LfSforALL

https://www.gtcs.org.uk/professional-standards/key-cross-cutting-themes/learning-for-sustainability/join-the-learning-for-sustainability-conversation/


Join the Call to Action

Learning for 
Sustainability | 
Resource Themes | 
Education Scotland

#LfSforALL

https://education.gov.scot/resource-themes/learning-for-sustainability/


Join other like-minded individuals…

Find out more at: 

• Learning for Sustainability Scotland Events
• Become a member of Learning for Sustainability Scotland

#LfSforALL

https://learningforsustainabilityscotland.org/events/list/
https://learningforsustainabilityscotland.org/members/


Share your favourite Learning for Sustainability readings 
and resources!

Just click on the 
hyperlink below to 

see what others 
are reading…and 
share your own.

The Learning for 
Sustainability Book 
Club (padlet.com)

#LfSforALL

https://padlet.com/LfSScotland/the-learning-for-sustainability-book-club-7jn0g8fokvxk6c2u


Next Connect session date for your diary: 

Thursday 23 January 2025



Thank you and good-bye!

Learning for sustainability (gtcs.org.uk)

enquiries@lfsscotland.org
@gtcs      @LfSScotland      #LfSforALL

https://www.gtcs.org.uk/registrant-resources/learning-for-sustainability

