
Learning for Sustainability ‘Connect’:

Learning for Sustainability and learner voices



Welcome!

• Please introduce yourself in the chat box
• Mute your audio
• Put any questions in the chat box
• We will be recording the main webinar but not group discussions.

@LfSScotland
@gtcs

#LfSforALL



Aims of today’s session:

• Hear a context update:

• Scotland’s national vision for Learning for Sustainability (LfS)

• How the voices of young people have influenced the development of LfS strategy in 
Scotland

• Hear the thoughts of some of Scotland’s young people regarding LfS in 
their current and future lives

• Share your own ideas and experiences regarding the importance of learner 
voice in realising a whole-setting approach to LfS and how this can be 
enabled, supported, and celebrated.



Session overview

16:00 Welcome and ‘Setting the scene’ Learning for Sustainability Scotland

16:10 Trusted Teaching: LfS, the Professional Standards, and the voices of learners
Suzanne Aldous, GTC Scotland 

16:20 ‘Learning for Sustainability and us: a discussion’
Input from secondary pupils

16:40    Group conversation
All participants

17:00    Plenary 

17:10 Next steps 
17:15 Close



‘Setting the scene’

Betsy King
Learning for Sustainability Scotland



‘Sustainability’ – a national priority



What is ‘Learning for Sustainability’?

“… a cross-curricular approach which enables learners, 
educators, learning settings and their wider community to 
build a socially-just, sustainable and equitable society; and 
as an effective whole-setting approach which weaves 
together global citizenship, sustainable development and 
outdoor learning to create coherent, rewarding and 
transformative learning experiences.” 

Scottish Government 2023

https://www.gtcs.org.uk/professional-standards/key-cross-cutting-themes/learning-for-sustainability/what-does-learning-for-sustainability-mean-for-me/


How is this being delivered in Scotland?

“A Sustainable Learning Setting is about every aspect of the learning context. It is about what and how 
students learn, how the setting manages its physical environment and resources, how staff and learners 

relate to each other, how they work with their local community, and how they reach out to the wider world.”

‘Target 2030: a movement for people, planet and prosperity’: 
Scotland’s refreshed national Learning for Sustainability action plan

“To build an inspiring movement for change so every 3-18 place of education becomes a 
Sustainable Learning Setting by 2030.”

Curriculum

Campus

Culture

Community

• Leadership and Collaborative Partnership 
• Learning, Teaching, Curriculum and Assessment  
• Learning Environment and Resources 
• Learner Voice, Choice and Action 
• Meaning and Understanding

https://www.gov.scot/binaries/content/documents/govscot/publications/strategy-plan/2023/06/target-2030-movement-people-planet-prosperity/documents/target-2030-movement-people-planet-prosperity-scotlands-learning-sustainability-action-plan-2023-2030/target-2030-movement-people-planet-prosperity-scotlands-learning-sustainability-action-plan-2023-2030/govscot:document/target-2030-movement-people-planet-prosperity-scotlands-learning-sustainability-action-plan-2023-2030.pdf




Learning for Sustainability: young people’s perspectives and aspirations
University of Dundee January 2023
https://www.gov.scot/publications/learning-sustainability-young-people-practitioner-perspectives/

• Integrate LfS as a key priority for schools, communities 
and Local authorities

• Act through initiatives that connect schools and 
communities

• Make LfS available to all young people and age groups
• Join up learning and action so schools and communities 

are examples of sustainable practice
• Understand diversity and combat discrimination, 

address social justice issues
• Support independence to allow Scotland to manage its 

own sustainability
• Take LfS outdoors, be creative and use the arts, focus on 

health and wellbeing

https://www.gov.scot/publications/learning-sustainability-young-people-practitioner-perspectives/


Learning for Sustainability, the Professional 
Standards, and learner voices

Suzanne Aldous
General Teaching Council for Scotland



Learning for Sustainability and Young People 
The Professional Standards 



What would someone need to do to be a 
teacher in Scotland?



Heart –
values of being a 
teacher in 
Scotland

Head–
Professional Knowledge 
and Understanding

Hand –
Professional Skills and 
Abilities

How can you trust your teachers to do a good job?



“Respecting the rights of all learners 
as outlined in the United Nations 
Convention on the Rights of the 
Child (UNCRC) and their entitlement 
to be included in decisions 
regarding their learning experiences 
and have all aspects of their 
wellbeing developed and 
supported.”

The Professional Standards for 
Teachers, 2021



The Professional Standards and young people – a 
Learning for Sustainability lens

engaging learners 

in dialogue about 

their progress and 

how to provide 

meaningful 

feedback to support 

and agree next 

steps.

engaging learners 

in dialogue about 

their progress and 

how to provide 

meaningful 

feedback to support 

and agree next 

steps.

a rights-respecting 

culture where learners 

meaningfully 

participate in 

decisions related to 

their learning, 

wellbeing, learning 

environment and their 

school.

actively engaging 

children and young 

people in decision-

making about their 

education

taking account of 

feedback from 

others including 

children and 

young people



Challenges and Opportunities



Learning with Learners

All teachers are leaders of 
and for learning. They lead 
learning of, and with, all 
learners with whom they 
engage. 
The Professional Standards, 2021.



‘Learning for Sustainability and us: a discussion’

Scottish secondary pupils



Group Conversations

All



Thinking about a whole-setting approach to Learning for Sustainability…

1. Share your own ideas and experiences regarding the importance of learner 
voice in realising this

2. How can learner voice be supported, encouraged and celebrated?

Share your thoughts on the Padlet

Group conversations

https://padlet.com/LfSScotland/lfs-connect-feb-2025-lfs-and-learner-voices-961xo6q4ofpgktjr


Plenary

All



Be inspiring – and inspired!

Click on the hyperlink 
below to read about what 

others are doing…and share 
your own LfS practice.

Join the Learning for 
Sustainability conversation - The 
General Teaching Council for 
Scotland (gtcs.org.uk)

#LfSforALL

https://www.gtcs.org.uk/professional-standards/key-cross-cutting-themes/learning-for-sustainability/join-the-learning-for-sustainability-conversation/


Join the Call to Action

• Learning for Sustainability | Resource Themes | 
Education Scotland

• About Us — 2050 Climate Group

• Teach the Future Scotland

• Students Organising for Sustainability UK | SOS-UK

#LfSforALL

https://education.gov.scot/resource-themes/learning-for-sustainability/
https://www.2050.scot/about
https://www.teachthefuture.uk/policy/scotland
https://www.sos-uk.org/


Join other like-minded individuals…

Find out more at: 

• Learning for Sustainability Scotland Events

• Become a member of Learning for Sustainability Scotland

#LfSforALL

https://learningforsustainabilityscotland.org/events/list/
https://learningforsustainabilityscotland.org/members/


Next Connect session date for your diary: 

Thursday 27 March 2025

The role of the Senior Leadership Team in 
a whole-setting approach to LfS

https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/1205964756049?aff=oddtdtcreator
https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/1205964756049?aff=oddtdtcreator


Thank you and good-bye!

Learning for sustainability (gtcs.org.uk)

enquiries@lfsscotland.org
@gtcs      @LfSScotland      #LfSforALL

https://www.gtcs.org.uk/registrant-resources/learning-for-sustainability

