


Welcome!

Please… 

• Introduce yourself in the ‘chat’ 
• Mute your audio when not speaking
• Put any comments and questions into the ‘chat’

• Please ‘vote’ for your favourite questions posed by other participants by 
‘liking’ them.

• We will be recording the meeting.



Welcome

• Betsy King, RCE Scotland



UN University-acknowledged Regional Centres of Expertise (RCEs) 
in Education for Sustainable Development

‘



UN University-acknowledged Regional Centres of Expertise (RCEs) 
in Education for Sustainable Development: Purpose

‘A network of existing formal and non-formal education organisations mobilised to deliver 
ESD in the region or locality where it is situated’         

UNU-IAS Roadmap for the RCE Community 2021–2030 

‘Towards creating a just, tolerant and sustainable world, RCEs aspire to use Education 
for Sustainable Development as a mechanism for implementing/ enabling sustainable 
development, translating global sustainable development goals and issues into local 
actions in the regions in which they operate’. 

https://collections.unu.edu/eserv/UNU:8298/RCE_Roadmap_Web_FINAL.pdf


Education for Sustainable Development empowers 
learners to take informed decisions and responsible 
actions for environmental integrity, economic 
viability and a just society, for present and future 
generations, while respecting cultural diversity. 

It is about lifelong learning, and is an integral part of 
quality education. ESD is holistic and 
transformational education which addresses 
learning content and outcomes, pedagogy and the 
learning environment. It achieves its purpose by 
transforming society.

UNESCO 2025

Context: A global vision for people, planet 
and prosperity 2015-2030



16:30  Welcome and introduction

16:45 Tools and Frameworks for ESD – in practice:

• A Whole-Setting Approach to ESD Toolkit: 
Yaniek Meijer, Luc Oegema, Daniel Martin Romero, Famke Wynia - RCE Fryslân

• A National Framework for ESD in Initial Teacher Education: 
Claire Ramjan, University of Glasgow; and Lizzie Rushton, University of Stirling - RCE Scotland

17:20   Panel discussion and Q&A

Chaired by Maximilian Eisenbart, RCE Fryslân

17:40 Summary and sharing resources

17:45 Close

Agenda



Panel discussion questions

• How can the impact of toolkits and frameworks be monitored and 
evaluated? 

• How can any challenges in the development of toolkits and frameworks 
be addressed; e.g. how can Frameworks/Toolkits remain flexible 
without losing their coherence?

• What other ESD-related topics or areas could be better addressed 
through the creation and use of a Toolkit or Framework?

Share your thoughts on our Padlet… 



Introducing Tools and Frameworks for ESD

• Maximilian Eisenbart, RCE Fryslân



European RCE Webinar 

Exploring the potential of… 
Frameworks and Toolkits



Who am I?

Maximilian Eisenbart

Program manager of SPARK the Movement and 
key contact for RCE Fryslân

Focus on bringing people on board and 
connecting them for sustainability transitions.





“Meeting the needs of the present without compromising the ability of future generations to 
meet their own needs”

- Brundtland Commission 1987

But what does this mean?

What is (Education for) Sustainable 
Development?



Example: The UN 
SDGs

A framework for Sustainable Development

Shared goals and shared definitions





A framework is a tool…
…you have to know how to use it.

It can provide clarity

But also limit one's scope

It can break things down and  make 
them tangible

But also lead to ‘cherry picking’

It can provide a shared language

But also hinder communication with 
those that use other frameworks



Example: The Whole 
School Approach

Concrete starting points for an integral 
approach.

Allows for focusing on specific topics, while 
keeping in mind interlinkage.



Example: The Whole 
School Approach

Concrete starting points for an integral 
approach.

Allows for focusing on specific topics, while 
keeping in mind interlinkage.

However, schools still find it difficult to start or 
formulate specific actions based on the WSA.







A Whole-Setting Approach to ESD Toolkit

• Yaniek Meijer, Luc Oegema, Daniel Martin Romero, Famke Wynia

RCE Fryslân



Research Project: The WSA Toolkit 
How do educational institutions initially take up the 

Whole School Approach Toolkit?

CASE STUDY



Who Are We?

Yaniek Famke Daniel Luc



Introduction

• Development WSA Toolkit

• Research on the Uptake

• Survey, Focus Group & 

Interviews



Why a Toolkit?

• Difficulty with implementing Sustainability 

⟶ How?

• Not having a starting-point

• No time to do own research

• Lack of Guidance



Initial Encounter

• Intrigued but also intimidated

• Positive outlook

⚬ visual aspects and the

⚬ opportunity to channel into specific topics  

• Pessimistic as to the effectiveness



WSA Cardgame: Observations

• Conversation starter

⚬ Artificial at first

⚬ Slowly start conversation

• Purposeful discussion on sustainability 

• Widely interpretable questions

• Showed a lot of promise



Largest Obstacles

• Time & Funding constraints

• Lack of Guidance

⚬ Shallow Engagement Initially

⚬ Need for Structure

• Long-Term Weakness

• Diffusion of Responsibility 



Future Outlook

• Positive First Encounter!

⚬ Enthusiastic about the Website

⚬ Big Variety in Tools

⚬ Offers the Knowledge & Tools to get started

• Schools need the extra push ⟶ Guidance = Key

• For Long-term ⟶ Tool is needed to assess current status 

throughout the implementation process



Thank You For Listening!

Any Questions?



A National Framework for ESD in Initial Teacher Education

• Dr Claire Ramjan, University of Glasgow, Scotland

• Professor Lizzie Rushton, University of Stirling, Scotland

RCE Scotland



Learning for Sustainability: a national approach

‘Target 2030: a movement for people, planet and prosperity’: 
Scotland’s national Learning for Sustainability action plan 2023 – 2030

“To build an inspiring movement for change so every 3-18 place of education becomes a 
Sustainable Learning Setting by 2030.”

5 Action Plan themes; with 25 actions: 
✓ Leadership and Collaborative Partnership 
✓ Learning, Teaching, Curriculum and Assessment  
✓ Learning Environment and Resources 
✓ Learner Voice, Choice and Action 
✓ Meaning and Understanding

‘…this is not just for a few, it is for everyone…’

https://www.gov.scot/binaries/content/documents/govscot/publications/strategy-plan/2023/06/target-2030-movement-people-planet-prosperity/documents/target-2030-movement-people-planet-prosperity-scotlands-learning-sustainability-action-plan-2023-2030/target-2030-movement-people-planet-prosperity-scotlands-learning-sustainability-action-plan-2023-2030/govscot:document/target-2030-movement-people-planet-prosperity-scotlands-learning-sustainability-action-plan-2023-2030.pdf


Realising the learner entitlement: Sustainable Learning Settings

Curriculum

Campus

Culture

Community

- Learning, teaching, assessment, pedagogy

- Buildings, grounds, procurement, resource usage, digital spaces

- Place, partnerships, families, communities of practice/culture/identity, 
acting locally: thinking globally

- Learner voice, ethos, relationships, UN CRC, weaving LfS across other 
key strategies







Introducing the Framework 

Curriculum
Cultures

Communities
Campus

We have drawn inspiration from the incorporation of 
‘touchstones’ in Wild Pedagogies, which are understood 
as ‘points of departure and places to return’ (Jickling et 
al., 2018).
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Panel discussion and Q&A

• Chaired by Maximilian Eisenbart, RCE Fryslân



Panel discussion questions

• How can the impact of toolkits and frameworks be 
monitored and evaluated? 

• How can any challenges in the development of toolkits and 
frameworks be addressed; e.g. how can 
Frameworks/Toolkits remain flexible without losing their 
coherence?

• What other ESD-related topics or areas could be better 
addressed through the creation and use of a Toolkit or 
Framework?

Share your thoughts on our Padlet… 



Summary and sharing resources

• Betsy King, RCE Scotland



Resources

Share your favourite toolkits and 
frameworks for ESD on our 

Padlet.

Click on the white cross in the 
green circle in the bottom right-

hand corner to add your 
contributions.

RCE European network webinar: 'Exploring the 
potential of tools and frameworks for ESD'

https://www.scde.ac.uk/learning-for-sustainability-in-ite
https://education.gov.scot/resources/whole-school-and-community-approach-to-learning-for-sustainability-lfs-self-evaluation-and-improvement-framework/
https://padlet.com/LfSScotland/rce-european-network-webinar-exploring-the-potential-of-tool-l3fkj24v10zxppts


Please complete our 

short feedback survey:

Betsy King, RCE Scotland 
betsyking@lfsscotland.org

Maximilian Eisenbart, RCE Fryslân
max.eisenbart@circulairfriesland.frl

Have your say…and keep in touch.

mailto:betsyking@lfsscotland.org
mailto:max.eisenbart@circulairfriesland.frl

